
Houston Custom
Engagement Ring Guide

DESIGN, COMPARE, BUDGET & SIZE WITH CONFIDENCE

Jonathan’s Fine Jewelers • Houston, TX



Whether you’ve got a saved photo, an heirloom diamond, or you’re starting from zero—this guide
makes the process easy. We’ll walk you through diamonds, metals, settings, sizing, timelines,
budgeting, and what to ask before you buy. Bring it to your consultation and we’ll make the rest
simple.

What’s Inside:

Diamond grades made easy
Cuts compared (sparkle vs. price)
Gold & metal durability guide
Setting styles that fit real life
Ring sizing—even when it’s a surprise
Budget & timeline planner
Questions to ask before you buy

Welcome! 
Let’s build the ring

you’ve been imagining.

Quick Start: Use This Guide in 5 Minutes

1.Flip to Diamond Cuts Compared (p4) and circle what you like.
2.Pick a metal color that matches daily life (p5).
3.Use the Ring Sizing page (p8) if this is a surprise.
4.Fill out the Budget Planner (p9).
5.Scan the QR code to schedule a free consultation in Houston—we’ll help you finish the design.
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The 4Cs 

Where Diamond Value Comes From
Every diamond is graded by Cut, Color, Clarity, and Carat. Not all Cs matter equally for everyone. This

cheat sheet shows where to invest—and where you can save.

Cut (Most Important for Sparkle)
A well-cut diamond returns light to your eye. Better cut = brighter stone. If you want
sparkle, prioritize Cut.

Color
Graded D (colorless) to Z (noticeable yellow/brown). Most Houston buyers happily
choose G–H where color still looks bright but price drops.

Clarity
Inclusions are graded FL (flawless) to I3 (visible). Many SI1/SI2 stones look clean
without magnification—smart savings move.

Carat
Weight, not diameter—but people see size. Prices jump at “magic marks” (1.00 ct,
1.50 ct, 2.00 ct). Buying a 0.95 ct can save big.

Spend: CUT for maximum sparkle.

Smart Middle: COLOR & CLARITY sweet spot = G–H, SI1–VS2
(white + eye‑clean without premium pricing).

Flex: CARAT size. Buy just under 1.00 / 1.50 / 2.00 ct marks to
save and upgrade Cut.

Pro Move: Let us show you two stones side by side—you’ll
see where quality counts.

Save vs. Spend: Where Your Money Matters Most



Cut Sparkle Face-Up Size* Style Vibe Budget Impact Notes

Round Brilliant Maximum True-to-weight Classic forever $$$
Best light return;
most popular.

Princess High Slightly smaller Modern /
geometric

$$ Sharp corners—
needs protected

Cushion Medium–High Plump outline Vintage /
romantic

$$ Soft edges; hides
color well.

Oval High Looks larger Elegant /
elongating

$$ May show “bow-
tie” shadow—

Emerald Flash (broad) Looks longer Vintage luxe $$/$$$ Shows inclusions
—pick higher

Radiant High Rectangular
brilliance

Hybrid glam $$ Brilliant look w/
squared shape.

Pear High Elongates Bold / unique $$ Tip needs
protection;

Marquise Med–High Maximizes length Dramatic $$ Major finger
coverage; secure
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Which Diamond Cut Fits Your Style?
Shape changes sparkle, face-up size, and vibe. Use this chart to compare—and circle your top 3.

*Face-Up Size = how large it looks relative to carat weight.



Metal Color Durability Maintenance Cost Best For

14K White Gold Bright (rhodium) Very durable Re-plate 12–24
mo

$ Active lifestyles,
value

18K White Gold Softer white Slightly softer Re-plate $$ Richer metal
content

Platinum Natural white Dense,
hypoallergenic

Develops patina
(can polish)

$$$ Heirloom, low
allergy

14K Yellow Gold Warm classic Durable Polish as needed $ Traditional,
vintage

18K Yellow Gold Rich gold tone Softer Polish $$ Luxury color

Rose Gold (14K) Pink/peach Similar to 14K
yellow

Low upkeep $ Romantic,
modern

Two-Tone Mix Varies Mixed $$+ Contrast/custom
looks
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Metal Matters: Durability, Color & Cost

Your ring lives on a hand. Pick a metal that fits daily life and the look you want.
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Solitaire – One diamond. Timeless, clean, always in style.

Halo – Accent diamonds around center; makes stone look larger. Big sparkle.

Hidden Halo – Halo tucked under; sparkle from side, minimalist top view.

Three-Stone – Past / present / future. Side stones add width & shape contrast.

Pavé Band – Tiny diamonds in the band; high sparkle. Can wear with heavy use
—inspect prongs.

Cathedral – Arched shoulders lift diamond; elegant side profile.

Bezel – Metal wraps stone edge. Most secure. Great for medical pros, active
wear.

Tension / Faux-Tension – Stone appears suspended. Modern. Must be
professionally engineered.

Pick a Setting That Fits Real Life
Your setting protects the stone, sets the style, and affects snag risk. See what matches your lifestyle.
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Diamond or Something Different? 
Here’s What Works.

Diamonds rule proposals—but they’re not required. Here’s how leading center stones compare.

Stone Look Durability (Mohs) Cost vs Diamond Good To Know

Natural Diamond Classic sparkle 10 $$$
Holds value; endless
shapes.

Lab-Grown Diamond
Same chemical
structure

10 $$
Lower price; eco
appeal; resale varies.

Moissanite
Ultra-sparkly
(rainbow fire)

9.25 $
Great budget choice;
different light
pattern.

Sapphire
Rich color (blue &
more)

9 $$
Royal classic;
durable; color pop.

Emerald Lush green 7.5–8 $$
Softer; bezel or halo
protection helps.

Morganite Soft blush pink 7.5–8 $
Romantic; shows
wear sooner—best
for careful wearers.
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Get the Size Right 
(Even If It’s a Surprise)

If It’s a Surprise:

Borrow a ring worn on the same finger/hand. Trace inner circle on
paper.
Press ring into bar of soap or clay for imprint.
Ask a friend to “try rings on for fun” and compare sizes.
Use printable sizing strip (download link in email).
Size slightly larger—easier to resize down than up.

If You’re Not Surprising:

Come to our Houston showroom for pro sizing.
Measure at end of day (fingers swell).
Wider bands may need a half size up.
Seasonal changes are real—summer fingers swell.

Common Ranges (approx.): Women: 5–7. Men: 8–11. Always measure.
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Plan Your Budget 
(Good / Better / Dream)

Instructions: Enter realistic numbers in each column. Bring this worksheet to your consultation—we’ll help
stretch your budget where it matters most.

Category Good Better Dream Notes

Center Stone
Carat & grade
target

Setting
Solitaire vs Halo
etc.

Metal
14K? 18K?
Platinum?

Accent Diamonds Pavé / halo

Custom Design CAD & labor

Engraving/Person
al

Inside band

Tax/Insurance Estimate

Total

Tips:
Trade clarity for carat if sparkle is top priority.
G-H color looks great and saves money.
Ask about financing & upgrade credits.
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How Long Does a Custom Ring Take?
Standard Workflow:

Day 0: Discovery consult (in-person or virtual).
48 Hours: Concept sketches sent.
3–5 Days Later: CAD render + virtual 360 review.
Week 1–2: Diamond selection, confirm final specs.
Week 3–4: Casting, setting, finishing.
Week 5: Quality check, sizing, polish.
Week 6: Pick-up / proposal-ready.

Need it faster? Rush timelines possible—ask during consult.

chat

sketch

CAD

stone

Build &
Polish

Propose!
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Personal Details That Make It Yours

Pick one—or mix a few.

Hidden birthstone inside band.
Engrave initials, date, lyric, or coordinates.
Use gold from a family ring.
Hidden halo or under-gallery detail.
Add side stones from heirloom jewelry.
Two-tone shank for contrast.
Custom filigree profile only visible from side
view.
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Ask These Before You Buy

Check the box as you go.

☐ Can I see the actual diamond (in person or HD
video)?
☐ Which lab graded this stone? (GIA? AGS? IGI?)
☐ Can you show me inclusions under magnification?
☐ What color/clarity ranges save money without
losing beauty?
☐ How long does the full custom process take?
☐ What happens if I need to change the design?
☐ Is resizing included after proposal?
☐ Do you offer financing or layaway?
☐ Can I upgrade my diamond later? For how much
credit?
☐ How do I insure the ring? Do you help with
appraisal docs?
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Protect Your Ring From Day One

Insurance: Insure
as soon as the
ring is complete.
We provide
appraisal docs for
Jewelers Mutual
or your insurer.

Warranty: Free
clean & prong
check visits at
recommended
intervals. Ask
about re-plating
(white gold) and
lifetime
inspection.

Upgrade
Program: Trade in
your center
diamond later and
get up to [XX%]
credit toward a
larger or higher-
grade stone. (Ask
for current policy.)

Maintenance
Visits: We
recommend
inspection every
6–12 months—
especially for halo
or pavé rings.



We’ve helped thousands of Houstonians design engagement
rings that tell a story. From Montrose to Memorial and beyond,

people come to us for transparency, education, and
craftsmanship. See actual stones. Review real CADs. Approve

before we build. Whether you want natural, lab-grown, or
something totally custom—we’ll guide you.

Contact Info:
Jonathan’s Fine Jewelers

6222 Richmond Ave, Suite 435
Houston, TX 77057

Phone: 832-277-5725
Email: sergionuncio@gmail.com

Website: jfjco.com
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Houston’s Trusted Custom
Jeweler Since 1983

Book a Free Design
Consultation

https://calendly.com/sergionuncio/visit-us-to-purchase-jewelry-or-watches-clone
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Ready to Bring Your Ring to Life?

Bring this guide (printed or on your phone) to your
appointment. We’ll review your notes, show you stones, and

build your design—no pressure, just straight answers.

Schedule In-Store Visit Schedule Virtual Consult

Bonus: Not ready yet? Email us a photo of a ring style you like—
we’ll show you diamond options in your budget.

https://calendly.com/sergionuncio/visit-us-to-purchase-jewelry-or-watches-clone
https://calendly.com/sergionuncio/visit-us-to-purchase-jewelry-or-watches-clone
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Your Story. Your Ring. 

Made in Houston.

© 2025 Jonathan’s Fine Jewelers. All rights reserved.


